ACP continues polluting atmosphere of Alaverdi 
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Yerevan, March 1. ArmInfo. Ecologists continue expressing concern about the catastrophic air pollution in Alaverdi, one of the industrial cities of Armenia. 

The National Statistical Service of Armenia reports that in 2006 the average monthly emission of nitrogen dioxide was 1.3 times bigger than allowed. The critical concentration of sulfur dioxide was exceeded by 2.1 times, of nitrogen dioxide by 1.2 times. The key source of pollution is Armenian Copper Project company, the owner of Alaverdi Metallurgical Factory. Under the amendment to the law on ecological payments, the company has been given 5 years for reducing toxic emissions to the admissible level. If the company fails to do it, it will have to pay 10 times the amount of the damage caused by the 5-time (and more) excess in the emission of toxic matters. The period expires in 2009 but the situation in Alaverdi is not improving. So, it seems that the company will fail to meet its obligations and will have to pay 1.2bln AMD. 

A few days ago the Ecology Ministry of Armenia has declined the general development plan of Alaverdi for the next 20 years as the document contained no single ecological measure.-0- 
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